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ABSTRACT 

Intended for parents, this guide discusses the 
effects of standardised tests on children, using test itens fron 
recent standardised reading tests which have been adsinis tared to 
children aged 7 to 13 and children's responses to these items. Fpr 
each itea, consents are aade about the ambiguity of the ites: the 
various interpretations that can be applied to itea content, 
influencing the answer: measurement of knowledge content rather than 
reading ability: test makers 1 biases: or confusing language and 
format* The authors comment about the effects of these tests: (1) 
class placement and labeling: 12) pressure on teachers to coach 
students for t:.e tests: ' (3) negative effects on curriculum: <U) costs 
cf improving reading programs, based mainly on test scores; (5). 
effect on children's self -concept : and (6) reaction of parents to 
their children, based on test scores. (HH) 
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O SnUy 3:: bigger limn Joe. 
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Iho tost questions In this booklet aro typical of those found on the 



SAT. Referen t to chftJreti'a responses conio from inMvfows with 
children in : .oois that uso standardized reading teats. 

When teachers give a to3t. thoy hope ihot nil the children will 

pa:.5;. Thentlny will knovv that the child/ on have learned vyhat 
has been taught to therm 

But tho people who make standardised tests design thorn so 
thai half tho ch Idren myr4 'W (score below "grade lever). 
Remember, %h&j love 1 ' in simply tho middle score— half must 
ahvaya bo ab.v/s and hcS' below. 

M's very c-itoilc, u*:no a cjfoup paper-arid -pencil tost, to 
' measure a cMk>\-, readirv, ;»i;:li;y without confusing it with the child s 
uniqp" back.,;: wind, spool:-.! knowledge, thinking ability and cuiturnl 
hot V.uyi. Th; rpcrctflc r.!,::: of roi:ding goto !oai in tho confucion. 

Surciy tho „.<.iv.>o! has an obligation to tasoh your child io 
roid itnd s:v>»v v*"J how vvo'i your clvld ia doing. The? k>st 
itomt in till? L^v'et deiwMztetefthat stuidv'rdized teats do not 
(V) t.iif; effort:*. :!y. 

Ac vow ;: ; i .«,:;♦, r,ir. br:.:>»c-t tiy the lc: I Horns fot yourself. 
7ii'-. v!" !:;•;•« your tnv. .. ; .,!-••.• <d:ng of tho vJi.'iiculibc. 



Are these pictures clear? Do they have "correct" answers? 



71 - 'VK ' ^ ^ ano l"*lp« Mother look for her umbrella. 

\ ^ k LJ Mother is cleaning Hie house all by herself. 

\C;}\ —( " 

\ ^ L 1 Mother thinks Jane is under the table. 



Maria answered: "Jane hotpr. her mother look for her umbrella. 
Tho tostmal.or had something olso in iVund. 

Does this prove that Maria cannot read? 



I- 1 The boy holps the goal, pull the earl through the gate. 
LI The gate iY. open so the boy and goat can go M -roHfth. 
" ^ ' LI The boy got out of tho wagon and closed the gab\ 
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I;; tin; dravvimj hoio clear ouoiifjh r.o that you can ho r.iuo 

your answer \v, correct? II you are not, i» the. bocam.o your reading 

i;» at tault? g 



Are the "correct" answers always the best ones? 



To keep means to. 



C; CUITN 



hold 



After the test. Derrick said, "When I want to keep something, 
I carry it." 

"No," said Yvette, "when I want to keep something, I hold it." 

\ 



A giant is always O huge 



© lie t ee 



O mean 



© scary 



The correct answer, is huge. But if children pick scary, does that 

mean that they are "wrong" or that they can't read huge, fierce, or mean? 

or giant? 



11. Choose the word that b&l completes each .sentence. 

A sage itulixUlual is 

5. tonchv 7. testv 

6, old 8. wise 



Mark selected "old" to complete the sentence. 

The tostmaker's answer was "wise". What was actually wanted was 
a synonym though this was never stated in the instructions. 



These items are from word knowledge subtests. All the children 
above clearly know the meaning of the words in question. Yet, some 
of the children received low scores and some high scores because 
they differed in the way thoy reasoned or because their 
experiences were not tho.same. 




* ^. fti» -^^mmmf Wit* mtimtwm* tn* 

work) «F tomorrow. Mix liMtrt rniyUV What hiwvr 
hIi ji JiimI titan ewr lnkt*h? Him word*, echoing his 
thtttWht* raiuv vleurly out af null mm of television - 

HllRl'f ^ Iffl "JYVi f "?V Jf'H 1*1 • , t ffiltT* f*flf* "ff Iff ft' ^1 

for muiu om* tfiunt kuijf tor mankind!" ItuIwU, tin* 
entire world held its breath an Net! AUIeji 
Arnistrbn^ became the first human to set foot on the 
moon. 

He paused and remembered the leon-atfe? Who 
received his pilot *s license on his sixteenth birthday, 
even before he received a drivers license. He re« 
called the Korean War and the seventy-eight mis- 
sions he hail flown for the U.S. Navy. Then he 
remembered his training in aeronautical engineer* 
ing and the experimental aircraft he had flown, 
including the X-15 rocket plane. 

Other memories flushed by: heimj chosen the fir>t ■ 
non-military astronaut and carrying out the first 
docking ol two orbiting spacecraft. Now he was the 
first .aortal to touch the moon. He blinked and 
focu»ed on the strange scenery in front of htm. It 
was time to take the next step. 

30 Which of the*e words best describes Arm- 
strongs space career? 
s long ? thoughtful 



reckless 



8 adventurous 
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1 0 year olpl Sarah said, "He's had a long 
career and now he's thinking back on it. See 
he learned to fly before he was 16." 

- 

Fred Said: "It's reckless. He took lots of 
chances. He never worried about anything. 
He's like that man we read about who liked 
to climb mountains because he liked thrills. 

Diane said, "Adventurous because this 
reminds me of Star Trek which is an 
adventure story." 

Did any one child do a better job reading this? 



Some i\ny% ( should »ta> in boil. Todti) one of iIiom* ilay*. 

"Good morning," M<»m slid. '* Don't you ha\e a eleun <.hirt 
to »»e.ir? That one look* dirt>," 

" Sam." *.iid Dad. " >«»ur »hoe» are on the Hroog feet." 

I uot ore>*ed all o\e»* auaiu. By the tone I ale breakfast, my* 
eere.il ua» *ogjty. Tli»*u I »to|i|»ed. a» ii*tial. for Hill. He ua» not 
home. Mr li.nl airmail) pone to m'IiooI. I walked there alnue. 

W lien I «ot to M-hool. Bill \eiled. *' llereeonie* Sam, the »uail." 



14 Why .wa* Sam so >low in getting to 
M-hool? 

cd He overslept. 

cd He had to get <lre».«-.'<l twice. 

CD He fooled around. 

cd He did not like school. 



Most of the children with whom this question was discussed 
said "Sam' was fooling around." A few children said "He 
piobably di^Uike school; that's why he was fooling atound 
and his Jrtends called him a snail." 

The Correct answer is: He had to get dressed twice. 



If the children's experiences are different from those of the 
test makers, questions like those above will be difficult to 
answer correctly. Such questions are unfair because they 
really ask for an opinion, and an opinion cannot be "right" 
or "wrong". While some child! en share the test makers' 
opinions, some do not. 

ARE THOSE THAT DO NOT POOR READERS? 
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Wis are found in altruist all parts of rtie wtitid, 
amLMfcy arc the most common insects on earth. 
AMnou?h niany ants arc hard workers, others do 
no work at all One Mid «>f ant that d»vs not work 
h the Ama/on ant. Ama/on ants arc fierce fight- 
ers, but they cannot dig their own nests or even 
feed themselves. They actually have slaves to do 
these things for them. The slaves, another kind of 
ant, are captured in battle by the Amazons. 



You can suppose that without slaves Amazon 
utits would — 

<t> go to work 
<3> run away 
<r> make nests 
CD die 

According to legend, there were people known 
as Amazons. They probably — 

© were warriors 

© couldn't feed themselves 

O were strong workers 

O ttere found in all parts of the world 



special knowledge? 

Those tests are given to your children to 
find out if they can read ... Not to 
determine if they know about specific 
topics or have learned particular facts. 
Yet, finding the answer to the first 
question here requires scientific 
knowledge. 

• 

Many children who read well would 
answer by saying that ants, like people, 
would soon learn to go to work If they 
didn't have slaves. However, the correct 
answer Is die. 

For the second question, where we are 
meant to assume that ants are like people, 
several of the answers seem equally 
sensible, unless the child already knows 
that the Amazons of ancient legend 
were warriors. 



A cmder is a piece of 



□ rock 



□ sand 



[ J fire brick □ burned coal 



Are you sure what a cinder is? If you're not,. does 
It mean you can't read? 



The 8 year old who reads this easily may, indeed, 
have difficulty with the math required* 

V; 



In 1877 a machine appeared which surprised 
many people. Can you guess the name of this 
strange new machine? 

As* you spoke into the mouthpiece and turned 
the handle, a tube covered with a thin piece of tin 
moved around. As the tube moved." a needle 
pressed deep lines into the tin. As you turned the 
handle once more, the needle touched against the 
same lines and played back >otir words. 

'Ibis was the first phonograph! How diiTcrcnt 
from the hi-fi of today! 

About how many years ago did the machine first 
appear? 

0»?5 v^ftl r.» l(N) >u2tX) 



Tito throe tost items above require special knowledge of hi..iory, math or science. These items do 
ict test reading, but give an advantage to a child who U lucky enough to know these facts which 
re not a part of the 3rd grade curriculum in most schools. o • 
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I. litmk at caih lilt*-. I*;*rt of i<gu-h li** st Wl| r*l iw.MiHfc' 
\\m«\. Ih'vUlv what siitttul iH rt*|»rt*st*t)ti*<l by thou, 
•dorhnwl Mt«»rts). One of th«* olhor four wtuuljOmH 
that aMIH* houiuI. '..j. ^ \ \ 

"ll; eh<*o.-d» tin' word that has th«» hu*im* sound. • f I 

■ • * • J ' 

5 boxer 1 1 buoy v honest vj; » |>mvi»r • t r aloud 




7 -order v.0 farther (£warm 



taS rode ^ drove 



1. Head each line. In some lines, three of the four 
syllables, when put together, wUl make a word. . 
Th»: other liable is extra. \ 
11. Find the extra syllable in each line where three 

syllables will make'a word. 
IV. Fill in the space that has the same number as^the 
syllable you have chosen. If no word canity* 
made, till in the space marked N. 

\ 

35 1 num 2 tor 3 cal 4 i 35 CD ® © CO 
49 1 pha , 2 al 3 lion 4 bet 49 X @ © CP (>> 



I if i'wi'llHil-i i'itI •- 

. j. » 



■Arilheiei 
reading? Try the Items. 

REMEMBER: Under test conditions, 
you are not permitted to say any of the 
words out loud. 

Many tests include Items like these. 
It Is possible for a good reader to fail 
this section or for a poor reader who 
Has been drilled on such exercises to 
doWelV 

Many programs which produce good 
readers do not teach children these 
particular skills. 

Regional variations in pronouneiation 
could also confuse some good readers. 



Do test makers' biases confuse children? 

Perhaps you might understand how some children find this confusing 
if you were asked the following question? 



A nciqliborhood is a 



CD protection CD friendship CD community <S> home 



How would you describe your neighborhood? If your description 
differed from the answer the test makers had in mind, would this mean 
you couldn't read or had an insufficient vocabulary? 



v kX I 1 



)y< >: % (Mr f - n 



CI The club meeting is at. Mother's house, today. 

rly is over, and everyone is Koiug lionie. 
n All of Ihese tool hers have children in school. 



e 

ERIC 



One child said, "It can't be the first choice; I don't see my mother there." 
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Policemen are our friends. They help us to cross the street. 
They keep curs moving. Sometimes they scold people, but 
only when the people do something wrong. Everyone should 

obey policemen. 



While some children might agree that policemen are their friends 
or that policemen "scold people, but only when the people do * 
something wrong", tnere are other groups of children who do not 
share this view based on their life experience. Their response 
to this paragraph does not determine whether or how well they read. 
Is it-fair to penalize them for their different beliefs? 
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Does the language and format confuse some children? 



Mam families h\e in the building. People 
often run into oath other in the luilU, and 
children .pla\ tan there. The stairs are 
crowded witli grown-ups sitting and talk- 
tut 1 .. S.tr.is t.nnih. all six of them. I Kin in 
tin* two-tuoin apartment -it the head of the 
stait v 

"Soinetmu it iliKsn'i but her me/* Sara 
thought to hei->«|f. "Hut toda\ I want to he 
alone. I want to reach tuil ant! feel si tine 
eritpt\ space. And 1 ha\e some special 
thoughts that need to speak to me pri- 
\attl\. Sonifwlieie theie must he a \\\\\ 
picee of spat e t h.tt ntiiuie Wants. It I could 
ins! foul it. Vi\ only hmrow il a little 
while *' 




I 



Perhaps this passage hi the CTEJS, 3rd and 4th grade, test given in New York City 
was included in order to be "fair" to inner city children. 

ARE Tl \tl ASSUMPTIONS APPROPRIATE? 8 
IS THE WORDING FAMILIAR to innorclty children or any others? 



"O iw.jicil an J paper 
O buildings 
©Ulcus * 
O bricks 



7. iii. 



Our system of numbering and counting^ 
was first used thousands of years ago in^ 
Jndia. Kmmn as the Arabic system, it 



was brought to I -mope about the year 900. 
♦The Arabic system has ten character*, from 
0 through 9, and it is based on the number 
TO. 1 his means that there are ten ones »u 
ten, ten tens in one hundred, and so forth. 
The zero was the last figure to be added 
to the system. It makes our use of pluce 
value in arithmetic possible. 



paper the way many children did? The 
"correct" answer teJdeas. 

Doesn't this question aak forjudgment as 
much as for reading skin? 

A paragraph like the one to the left Is 
readable but confusing. Could you explain 
place value after reading about it here. 

r 

Wide child who can read this paragraph % 
necessarily lib able to understand it? Do you 
think most 8-year-olds can be expected to 
read and understand this? 
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Try the following tests; see how well you do. The first Item appears on a lest meant 
for 8-year-old -children. (College students have difficulty answering the questions!) 



In some towns in Italy many Italian, children 
help their parents on small farms located on 
dry or rocky hillsides. Many of these farms 
are poor, and nearly all are less than ten 
acres in si/c. Italian fanning families may 
plant and harvest several crops on their 
small plots: wheat on the lower levels; then 
grapes, ft nits, and nuts on higher slopes. 
♦Much of the work is done wi«h ccnturiesHpjd 
tools like the hoe, the sickle, and the plow, 
rather than with the tractors used on farms 
in the fertile river valleys. 



•A 



Italy's dry farmland is probably— 

CD coastal 
CE> dusty 
CD useless 



<£) swampy 



Centuries-old means that the tools arc- 

CD valuable museum pieces 

CD similar to those used years ago 

CD so old that they are broken 

CD not made anymore 
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Which tclK most about this story? 



o 



Tt actors arc used in river v;»He>s. 
Italy has'many farms and lulls. 
Wheat is Italy's main crop. 
1 aiming in Italy can be hard 
work. 



Hillside farms arc small because — 

CO the government wants them sinal 
CD tra tors are not used 

a family cannot tend mote 
CD there are several crops 

.jj . 



This test item Is Intended tor 7th grade ehlldren 

^ $ ' i ■ ^ ii-m-r 



, doned farm. tTryTo read," 

young jaekpine* marching across an open new, 
how long ago the tackta-fwmrr found-out that 
sand plains did not grow twn. Jackpine* tell tall 
tale* to the unwary, tor they put on several whorl* 



It 



Why was the farm abandoned? 

The farmer did not like to farm. 
Corn does not grow well in sand. 
Trees had crowded out the crops. 

The farmer and his family died of 
a plague. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



12 



13 



The author 'believes that counting growth 
rings on elm trees gives 

o * their age incorrectly 

6 Iheir age almost exactly 

7 th*ir age within ten >r twenty years 

8 * their age if the trees are hundreds of 

years old 

A "tall tale" is a story that 

1 is told about trees and farms 

2 originated, among lumberjacks 

3 is extremely long and interesting 

4 exaggerates the truth considerably 



blocks the harn dodr. Its rings date hack to the* 
drought of 1930. Sinee that year no man ha* 
carried milk ou£ of this barn. 

14 Which of the following best describe* the 
author when he found the abandoned farm? 

5 curious . 

6 unwary 

7 unlucky 

8 surprised « 

15 What is this stpfy mainly about? 

1 who owned the farm • 

2 where the drought occurred 

3. why jackpine trees grew on the 
abandoned farm 

4 how the author found the date of the 
drought 



16 What is the best title for this story? 

5 "The Young Pines" 

6 "The Little Creek" 
• 7 "The Tree's Story" 

8 "The Marching Elm" 




How .any times did you have ,o road the passage «n order to be «. to answer 
How wold your co m prehens to n stand up i, you had tore** and answer <,ueo«ons on 12 or 
passages of this sort In a time period of approx.mateiy 35 mlhutes? 

■ — 

knows how to read. 
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w. w*«..«ardized Tests on Child 

teste, such as those described in this bookbt.have 
many effects on children and schools: 
1 ♦ They often determine children's future class placement and 
classification (sjow, bright). 

2. They put pressure on teachers to spend large portions of time 
coaching children for the tests— trying to outwit the test makers. 

3. They affect the curriculum, the skills, and the values of the 
school, since teachers wili often shape the school day to fit the 

, tests, not the children. 

4. Large-sums of money are given to schools to improve their 

reading programs. The success of these programs is often determined 
by, test scores- 

5. Children judge themselves by how they do on the tests. They 
assume that test questions are what reading "is all about." 

6. Parents, not having seen the tests, often Judge their children 
by their test scores, too. 
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